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We met in college. She studied 
Sociology and I studij|8yfiible and 
English Literature. Her piiffnts worried 
she wouldn't finish if peSnarried. We 
married anyway.
Her mom won't ¿araranything, but 
she still worries. Wdrjafli been married 
almost 15 years and ftEiJPar spent most of it 
in school.
Her AAAS ParaMgal; my BA; her 
BS; her MSWjfcf& h  Certificate in 
Theology); my her DMin; and
now finally (?) inyjRpiD.
Relationshmsfin school are difficult. 
Even togethp jNpe were homesick. 
Especially w leiyher dad died. But we 
press on. Justflikp the real world, whatev­
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Surviving Seminary Relationally
By Linda Wagener
It's a pretty safe bet that you would answer the question, “what is most impor­
tant to you in your life?” by listing your relationships: with God, with your family, 
with friends. Yet it's a sad fact of our daily lives that we often fall into a pattern of 
letting these life-giving relationships take a back seat. There are several relationship 
pitfalls that are common to seminary life. These include busyness, loneliness, and 
failing to include our closest companions in the transformative changes that we 
experience.
It is probably our tendency to take on too much that leads to the most common 
relationship problems. I recall hearing Fuller described as a banquet table and there 
are certainly uncounted tempting offerings in every day and every week. Beyond the 
demanding requirements of every course are the rich extra-curricular offerings and 
the necessary tasks of every day living. (That laundry just doesn't wash itself!) Most 
of us become so used to multi-tasking that we accept it as the norm, not recognizing 
that we may be losing the capacity to focus deeply and intensely.
Yet human relationships require that 
we do just that, allowing ourselves to know 
and be known in the deep places of our per- 
sonhood. Even when we know better, we 
rationalize our decisions to let an opportu­
nity to connect go by, saying to ourselves, 
we'll make it up on the 
weekend, during the vaca­
tion break, after gradua­
tion. But very quickly, 
choices become habits, 
and soon enough those 
relationships that are most 
important to us are getting 
the least from us.
Set apart time in 
every day and week when you will devote 
yourself to building and strengthening your 
most important relationships.
In addition to these many demands on 
our time is the tendency in this academic 
“western” influenced culture for our sense 
of self worth to be more strongly associat­
ed with what we do than who we are. We 
often deal with any anxiety that we may 
have about our worthiness by increasing 
our list of accomplishments. It's possible to 
develop a habit of avoiding areas of con­
flict or insecurity by immersing ourselves
in our work. Yet this avoidance strategy, if 
it becomes applied to our relationships, 
will lead to the eventual deterioration of 
the fabric that binds us together.
When a problem arises, stop and 
devote the necessary time and other 
resources to address it 
properly.
Busyness is not 
the only threat to our 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  
Attending seminary is 
meant to be a transfor­
mative experience, and 
for most, the years of 
graduate school change 
the way we understand and act in the 
world. Some of our deepest values become 
nuanced in new ways. For some, this trans­
formation, even when it is leading us to 
greater spiritual, psychological or social 
health, becomes threatening to those who 
are our closest and most loved. Because 
they have not been exposed to the same 
experiences, they often feel left behind, 
uncertain of their place in our new lives; 
they may even fear for our souls.
continued on page 9
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Surviving Homesickness:
A Student Perspective
By R. J. Hemández-Díaz V»- S  connecting.
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semi-editor@dept.fiiller.edu 
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Homesickness: it’s a ubiquitous phenomenon. Few are immune to its effects.
Transitioning to life at seminary naturally generates excitement and anxiety about 
answering God’s call, meeting new people, and academic life.’ Yet, some guidelines, drawn 
especially from Fuller students who have experienced homesickness, may help us navigate 
out of the common waters of homesickness.
Become part o f a community.
“Finding community is essential,” declares Austin Eggers, a second year MDiv stu­
dent. Austin hails from the small town of Boone, just off the scenic Blue Ridge Parkway 
near the Blue Ridge Mountains of Northwest North Carolina. Austin’s own confrontation 
with an acute case of homesickness his first year gives him some insight into the issue.
“Finding a loving community in Christ is essential. There is a family here [at Fuller] 
in Christ who cares for you as much as your family back home, even if  they don’t share 
your last name.”
Eric Weaver, a second year MFT student concurs. What has helped Eric the most?
“Being with people in community. Being able to vent my emotions to people with a sym­
pathetic ear and a soft shoulder [to cry on].”
Keep your roots.
Keeping in touch with family and friends back home brings a sense of life continuity 
rather than the disconnectedness associated with homesickness. “There are [many other] 
ways to keep your roots back home,” notes Austin. “When the Panthers play on Sunday 
afternoon, Moose Mcgillicuddy’s old town Pasadena shows the game. It’s just a matter of 
finding a way to relate back to home here.”
For Austin, that means in part regularly cooking up a batch of home-brewed ice tea.
“There’s nothing better than sweet tea.” However, it’s important not to allow connection 
with the past to become a hindrance for moving forward. Telephoning home too often in 
the first few weeks of a transition may prolong your sense of homesickness.”
Find comfortable places.
“It’s important to find areas or spaces in which you are comfortable,” explains Austin.
“If you’re used to a more rural setting, find those areas in and outside the city.” Similarly, 
if you hail from a place near the ocean, make it a point to get out to the beaches. Tranquility 
stems from finding places in which to breathe deep familiarity.
Give yourself time.
Homesickness stems from not just a change of location, but large “amount of change 
going on at the same time: emotionally, spiritually, relationally.” Adjustment to these 
changes comes with time. Sometimes, quite a bit of time. Eric notes, “it has taken me about 
a year” to adjust to the new environment.
Eric is a good example of the “homesickness-is-more-than-geographic-change” rule.
Where is Eric from? “I’m almost embarrassed to say it. I’m from Glendora. It’s near San 
Dimas. It’s not far.” Eric insists that “the issue is not distance. Homesickness is a lack of 
comfort” and a sense of loss of the familiar.
Draw near to God.
“The most important thing is to take that time to draw near to God,” Austin wisely 
reminds us. “I know it sounds trite, but [we] need to focus on the things after God’s heart.
Never lose sight that we are called to serve God first and foremost.”
Partially, homesickness stems from a longing to find the heart’s true home: in fellow­
ship with our heavenly family. Homesickness consists of more than a feeling, but a deep 
internal yearning. Cultivating more of a God-consciousness may just be the best remedy for the longing for the things back home.
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1 Homesickness, University of Cambridge Counseling Service, 
http://www.counselling.cam.ac.uk/hsick.html.
” Rev. Judy Redman, “Surviving Homesickness Brochure,” University of 
New England, Australia, http://www.une.edu.au/campus/chaplaincy/uniting/stu- 
dent.html.
R. J. Hernandez-Diaz (staff writer, 
SOT) enjoys making lists when not 
writing fo r  the SEMI. His latest list: a 
list o f  his favorite lists.
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The "Safe" Guy:
Girls Asking Boys Out and the Poet's Curse
by Adam Gossman, Single Guy 2004
I'm dangerous! I'm the man your 
mothers warn you about. Be careful around 
me for I am tricky. If  you ask me about 
how I feel, I will look at you with contempt 
or with confusion - did you actually think I 
was capable of such a thing?
I can't go on! So much for writing an 
article as a “dangerous” man! Those who 
know me know I am far from dangerous, 
although I have thought about what it 
would mean to be more “dangerous.” That 
is what girls seem to like.
One Friday night I was really upset 
about being single so I went to study at 
Starbucks (yes, I am a real big nerd). 
There I saw a friend who introduced me to
her very attractive friend 
as “the nicest guy at 
Fuller.” Yeah, I am 
the “nice guy.”
But not just 
nice, the 
n i c e s t
The craziest 
part of this is that I liked 
the compliment until I realized 
that it meant I was completely 
“safe” and therefore not appealing 
in a romantic sort of way.
Dear brothers warn me repeatedly 
against the evils of being the “friend,” the 
“nice guy.” They say it puts you in a box
and they warn it is really hard to go 
from “friend” to “nod-nod, wink-wink, 
know what I mean.” “Safe,” they say, is 
a brand stamped to your forehead that 
means you are a buddy, a friend, a toy - but 
certainly not a lover.
Frankly, I don't mind the brand. In 
most cases there is only so much you can 
do, and I would rather be a listening friend, 
not just another guy who wants something. 
It's weird, but it's the way I am. Besides, I 
want to marry a really good friend and be 
friends who make babies together.
There is another theory behind the 
“safe guy” myth. Many of the more sensi­
tive fellows tend also to be avid writers of
continued on page 10
I f  I Do N ot Have Love . . .
By Sarah YeeHaw Isaacson
If I perfect an exegetical method, but I do not have love...
If I earn a 4.0 grade average at seminary, but I do not have love...
If I pass the most difficult and challenging exams, but I do not have love...
If preach a sermon where hearts swell and eyes fill with tears, but I do not have love. 
If I bind the enemy in the name of Jesus, hallelujah, but I do not have love...
If I do not have love I am a clashing cymbal, bam, a noisy gong, boom!
If I do not have love I am simply fingernails scratching a dirty chalkboard.
Beyond Pasadena: Creating Community
By Debbie Castle
I've moved fifteen times in my thirty 
years as a military wife. Whether it was a 
move across the United States, or to anoth­
er country, I had to develop new relation­
ships and avoid the attitude “you'll only be 
here a year or two, so you don't need to get 
involved in people's lives”. I have had to 
make a deliberate effort to develop friend­
ships and become part of the communities 
where I have lived.
And so it is with seminary. The same 
can be true of our seminary experience 
whether we have relocated to the Pasadena 
campus, or travel weekly to one of the 
extension campus sites for classes. We are 
in a class of potential friends who can help 
each other navigate through the unique 
experience of attending seminary. These
potential friends also may become life­
long professional associates in ministry, 
becoming a network of Fuller alumns 
working for God's Kingdom throughout 
the world. It is essential that we develop 
relationships with our classmates, not only 
to assist each other in the journey of work­
ing toward a seminary degree, but because 
ultimately we may serve with our class­
mates in ministry. But how do we start to 
build relationships in seminary?
Community doesn't just happen. It 
requires intentionality. With a clear under­
standing of God's desire for us to be in 
community with each other (John 17:21a), 
we need to make a deliberate effort to con­
nect with our classmates. From a practical 
standpoint, listen to introductions, learn the
names of your classmates, and take notes 
about each of them that you can refer to 
later. Knowing something about a fellow 
student makes for an excellent conversa­
tion starter later.
At the Fuller Colorado extension cam­
pus where I attend class we try to start each 
class with student-led prayer. Taking per­
sonal prayer requests from classmates and 
praying together builds trust among class­
mates. Expect to experience both the joys 
and pains of life together. Sharing wed­
dings, babies, health issues, and broken 
relationships takes us to a deeper level of 
understanding, commitment, and friend­
ship with each other individually and col­
lectively.
continued on page 9
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With apologies to our readers.. . .
Last week we ran an article from John Human at the Fuller Northwest campus. However, due to a problem with a changeover in our 
software, the beginning of the article was printed twice and the second part of the article was left out. We at the SEMI apologize for 
the confusion. To make amends, we publish the article in whole. We apologize for any confusion this may have caused. Enjoy!
Q
Fuller Extension Academics: The Drive to  Survive!
By John Human
I was asked to write an article about 
surviving academically as an extension 
student.
Surviving? I looked in the student 
handbook and didn’t see anything about 
surviving.
Great, I originally thought I was train­
ing for the ministry and now I find out I’m 
in “reality” seminary? You see the televi­
sion show where these people go to an 
island and try surviving in the wild, and 
then have the others try and vote them off? 
That’s nothing. I say send them to a Fuller 
extension, have them struggle with Barth 
and Moltmann and then haved them grad­
ed by the professors.
Isaiah wrote to Israel (clearly antici­
pating a secondary usage by Fuller stu­
dents in the future) of old that they were 
not only to survive, but thrive. “And the 
surviving remnant of the house of Judah 
shall again take root downward and bear 
fruit upward” (Isaiah 37:31). So we’re 
compelled to not just survive our Fuller 
extension experience, but to take root 
downward (in our learning) and bear fruit 
upward (applying our learning in ministry).
Of course, this seems much easier to 
write two weeks before the fall quarter 
begins. Talk to me about midterm when 
I’m experiencing the buried downward 
part.
I originally began in the Sacramento 
extension before moving to Seattle to enter 
the cohort program. As a veteran of the 
extension experience, I can say the con­
stants are excellent biblical instruction and 
quality students with a desire to learn and 
serve the Lord. It’s a great opportunity to 
get a Fuller education from the comfort of 
your own hometown. But I think it’s more 
difficult studying at an extension as 
opposed to the main campus.
The beautiful campus in Pasadena 
offers a natural rallying point for students. 
The main campus with its nice buildings, 
chapel, and library creates a strong atmos­
phere for deep theological learning and
reflection (I write this by faith as I’ve never 
actually visited the campus. I was once 
close, but our limited Southern California 
hours were put to a family vote and the 
theme parks won out over a Fuller visit. 
They had no idea it would one day be 
“research” for this article).
The main campus boasts a background 
of training and sending out ministers that 
have contributed significantly to the 
spreading of the gospel throughout the 
world. That sense of history can give the 
student a tremendous boost when studying 
for a test or preparing a difficult paper.
In Seattle, the campus is a non­
descript building with the uniqueness of 
pavement. Entering the extension building 
is like going to an insurance seminar. The 
spiritual ambiance of the “chapel” is some­
what challenged by the sound of the copier 
running in the background. The extension 
“campus” is a classroom (yes, that’s singu­
lar).
But once inside, something unique 
happens at the extension site that tran­
scends just a learning experience. Without 
a campus as a hub for gathering, we’re 
forced to embody that wonderful spiritual 
principle most of us believe and teach that 
the church is not a building, or a place, but 
the people. The surroundings don’t neces­
sarily denote spiritual environment, but the 
emphasis on the ministry of the Holy Spirit 
generates the reality that God is richly in 
our midst in our learning and fellowship. In 
this manner, extension sites model the 
changing face of the church that takes the 
gospel into places void of religious sym­
bolism, but full of God’s Spirit.
For me, the strength of my Fuller edu­
cation comes from the outstanding profes­
sors. The professors are uniquely interested 
in our survival as students—I think. I’ve 
had a couple of classes where it seemed our 
professors interpretecd 2 Timothy 2:15, 
“Study to shew thyself approved unto 
God...,”as, “study until the words on the 
page become blurred and you’re ready to
fall over in complete exhaustion (and 
you’ll need to fall close to your computer 
so you can write a detailed theological 
paper about what you just studied!).”
Obviously, the professors understand 
the nature of the extension challenge of 
balancing studies in coordination with 
work, church, family, and Seahawks 
games. The classes seem to work together 
well in terms of work-load and content. 
The staff is small, but mighty. I always feel 
they are cognizant of not only our academ­
ic advancement, but also our development 
as men and women of God training to lead 
God’s people. That’s survival!
So when I think of surviving in a 
Fuller extension, I consider the words of 
Psalm 111:1-2 as explaining my process: 
“Praise the Lord! I will give thanks to the 
Lord with all my heart, In the company of 
the upright and in the assembly. Great are 
the works of the Lord; They are studied by 
all who delight in them.”
John Human is in the 
Cohort program at Fuller 
Northwest. In addition, he 
is too good o f  a writer to 
have you miss his work. 
Thanks, John.
“The Church at the Margins: 
Persecution, Women and Children’ 
featuring
Baroness Caroline Cox, PhD 
Wed., Nov. 10-Thurs., Nov. 11 
Travis Auditorium,
Fuller Theological Seminary 
Pasadena, CA
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A ssistant Cataloger
(Campus Encounter)
Many of you have seen Tom's cartoons and art in the SEMI in years past.
But who is this Tom Wheeler? Here are some cool things about Tom that you may not know:
Important People in Tom's' Life:
There are many people who make an important contribution to my life in dif­
ferent ways, but the two most important people in my life are my wife, 
Kathleen, and my daughter, Christine (6).
Where were you born and raised? Where is home?
I was bom and raised in Omaha, Nebraska where I lived until I went to art 
school in Los Angeles. I moved to London for awhile to find photography 
work, then on to New York City where I shot actor's composites and plays, and 
assisted advertising and fashion photographers. I went back to Omaha and fin­
ished my degree in philosophy and came to Fuller in '81 for my MDiv. I now 
live in Duarte.
Most Interesting Job?
Jobs have always been a means to support all of the other things I love to do. 
The most interesting was probably being a photographer in New York.
It was always interesting, but I didn't make very much money. The 
work I love to do most now, and get commissions for, is portraiture.
I love drawing, painting, and photographing people.
What do you do fo r fun/hobbies?
Art and music are my real passions. I draw portraits. My latest hobby is Flamenco guitar. I studied classical guitar 
and recently took up Flamenco. I play with my instructor at the dance studio. I also play drums in worship at church.
I've played drums for over 40 years and keep my chops in shape playing weekly in my church band for morning wor­
ship
Where are you in your spiritual journey?
Does anyone really know? I don't try to classify myself in that area anymore.
How did you come to Fuller?
I was a department supervisor for an investment firm in Pasadena. It was okay. But by the third year I real­
ized that corporate life wasn’t for me. I began looking for alternatives and came back to work at the library 
and a local bookstore. I have had this kind of an association with books for 30 years.
What do you like most about working at Fuller? /
I really enjoy the people I work with and the environment on campus. \
I f  someone were to come by and drop o ff your favorite candy, what would that be?
I don t eat much candy any more. I like chocolate chip cookies.
Last book read?
Right now I am reading Duende: A Journey in to the Heart o f Flamenco. I've almost finished it. It's an interesting true 
story because I spent two summers in Spain where flamenco really took hold of me; but it's also frustrating. The main character reminds 
me of myself when I was a young man, making all kinds of less than wise decisions. Thank God he can iron things out!
Week At-A-Glance: Week o f  O ctober 18 th ru  O ctober 24
insJritSs
•Anti Semitism Conf 
@7pm.
(Peace and Justice CC) 
Travis Auditorium
T uesdav H ^ F !liT 3 ? iC T S T h u rsd a y
•Womens CC All-Seminary •Movie Screening
@12 noon Day of Prayer (Inti CC) RSVP 584-5684
Payton 10 IB 10am - 1pm 
Garth
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Oportunidades para Servir
(Opportunities to  Serve) _______________
Listed are organizations where Fullerites (and your churches) might volunteer as missional persons serving God in the world. Some 
organizations are faith-based. Others are not. If this week’s opportunity doesn’t fit, check back next week. If you know of a ministry or 
service that we should consider listing here, please contact the SEMI office at semi-editor@dept.fuller.edu or by phone at 584.5285.
Child SHARE (Shelter Homes, A Rescue Effort)
“Finding homes for children through local con­
gregations”
Child SHARE provides a ‘turn key’ program that 
effectively ministers to abused or abandoned chil­
dren within your local community. These projects 
link you to other neighborhood churches, 
public/private foster family agencies, and other volunteers.
afoehif>f5. AT^ocm oir
• 2 of 3 foster kids in Child SHARE foster homes stay in the SAME FAMI­
LY until reunited or adopted!
• Most Child SHARE families are active for 5 years (more than TWICE LA 
County's average rate).
• 1 of 5 Child SHARE foster children is ADOPTED by their foster parents 
(TWICE the US rate)!
• Child SHARE has the nation’s only recruitment campaign in deaf congre­
gations to find American Sign language-fluent foster parents for abused and 
abandoned deaf children!
• Child SHARE outreach services are provided in English, Spanish and 
American Sign Language.
Volunteer Opportunities: Welcome Kit Project, LA Marathon Team, Prayer Team, 
Gala Auction Network, Office Volunteers, Christmas Party
To volunteer, contact Cindy Kinnison, Director of Volunteers at 818.243.4450 
ext. 12 or visit our website at www.childshare.org.
Foothill Family Service 
“Building Brighter Futures for Children 
& Families” Believing that strong com­
munities begin with healthy families, the 
mission of Foothill Family Service is to 
strengthen and support children, adults 
and families and help them lead produc­
tive lives. Foothill Family is committed 
to the prevention and treatment of child 
abuse, domestic violence, school failure, 
teen pregnancy and school violence. 
Foothill Family is dedicated to meeting 
the emerging social needs of children, 
adults and families in our community. 
Volunteers contribute countless service 
hours. More information is available at 
www.foothillfamily.org or call Erika at 
564.1613 ext. 136.
Nov. 7-Stroll to End Child Abuse 
Adopt a Family Program for Holidays
Hollywood Urban Project 
Our Mission:
To participate in God’s redemptive work 
by partnering with urban families, to 
meet the challenges of our neighborhood 
and to be a training institution for urban 
ministry and leadership development, in 
order to share the Good News and see the 
full face of Christ reflected in a vibrant 
community o f faith. Contact the 
Volunteer Coordinator at 323.463.9555 
or visit our website:
www.hollywoodurbanproject.org.
McKinley Elementary School 
Volunteers may call McKinley directly at 
844.7880. On the web at www.pusd.usI  ■.contact info
Del mismo modo, procuren ustedes que su luz brille delante déla gente, para que, vien­
do el bien que ustedes hacen, todos alaben asu Padre que está en el cielo.
Mateo 5:16 (Dios Habla Hoy)
Now that I ’ve put you there on a hilltop, on a light stand - shine! Keep open house; be 
generous with your lives. By opening up to others, you’ll prompt people to open up with 
God, this generous Father in heaven.
Û Ejjzabeth House
^  u mm:suri:¡imiulia¿nrt,
Matthew 5:16 (Message)
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REEL S p ir itu a lity  2004
By Justin Bell
|| *//
VHEN: OCTOBER 23,2004 @ 9:45PM  
IVHERE: DIRECTOR’S GUILD OF AMERICA
I *  A WITH DIRECTOR NORMAN STONE TO FOLLOW THE SCREENING 
ICKETS ARE AVAILABLE N O W eWWW.CITYOFANGELSHLMFEST.ORG
reel myths
www.cityofangelsfilmfest.org
OCTOBER 22, 23, 24
DIRECTORS GUILD / HOLLYWOOD
Dm. C-ks'W-iK
$W««V NawL*«'
On Friday, October 22 thru Sunday, October 24, Fuller's film 
institute Reel Spirituality, along with 25 other organizations (ie 
InterVarsity, Family Theater Productions, Pepperdine University 
etc.) will be sponsoring the 10th Annual City of the Angels Film 
Festival down at the Director's Guild of America in Hollywood- 
and you're invited!
This retrospective film fest has grown out of a dialogue 
between filmmakers and theologians who believe that spiritual 
perspectives are indispensable to the filmmaking process. Each 
year, the festival screens quality works to the public that not only 
celebrate film as art, but also raise vital religious and social issues.
This year's festival theme is “Reel Myths” and we'll be look­
ing at those films that have illuminated the larger myths and sto­
ries that continue to shape the understanding of ourselves, each 
other, and the world around us.
Films will include: La Belle et la Bete (Beauty and the Beast),
_______ 2004________
CIT Y  OF THE ANGELS 
FILM FESTIVAL
Yojimbo, Monty Python and the Holy Grail, Chinatown, Road 
Warrior, The Lord o f the Rings: The Fellowship o f the Ring 
(extended version), The Wizard o f Oz, Black Orpheus, and the 
West Coast Premier of Norman Stone's Man Dancin'.
Tickets to individual screenings are $8 per adult and $6 per 
student. All festival passes are also available at $60 per adult and 
$45 per student. And at the end of each film, there will be a panel 
made up of filmmakers, film critics, theologians, and ministers to 
foster the post-screening conversation.
So join the fun and contribute to the dia­
logue! Tickets are available now by visiting 
www.cityofangelsfilmfest.org.
Justin Bell is assistant director 
o f  Reel Spirituality.
tiw.
THE CITY OF ANGELS FILM FESTIVAL PRESENTS 
THE WEST COAST PREMIER OF....
KENCRANHAM JAMES COSMO JENNY FOULDS CAS HARKINS GERALD LEPKCWSK1 TAM WHITE
, JfJL um* ALEX FERNS .• TOM GEORGESON Uv-'x ftyvK.
0*22,l« \ _
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worship 
(^Fu Her
Day o f  Prayer 2004:"Come Away With Me"
By Jennifer Reeve-Parker
No Leisure Even to Eat.
The apostles gathered around Jesus, 
and told him all that they had done and 
taught. He said to them, 'Come away to a 
deserted place all by yourselves and rest a 
while.' For many were coming and going, 
and they had no leisure even to eat (Mark 
6:30-31).
As a new mother I relate to the feeling 
of coming and going with no ____________
leisure even to eat. Do you Hi 
find yourself so busy you 
don't even have time to meet 
your basic life needs? My 
son's birth was the best thing 
that has happened to me, yet 
since his birth I often over­
hear myself telling people 
how busy I am; as if busyness 
is something I'm proud of. I'm 
not proud of busyness, yet 
that often is a part of life.
Particularly so for us minister-types, 
since we have so many commitments. It is 
to us that Jesus says, “Come away to a 
deserted place all by yourselves and rest 
awhile” (Mark 6:31).
What? Come away and rest? I have 
papers to write. I have papers to grade. I 
have ministry activities to prepare for. I 
have... .
Yes, Jesus says, come away and rest.
Jesus' invitation in Mark isn't the only 
invitation to “come away” found in scrip­
ture.
My beloved speaks and says to me: 
“Arise, my love, my fa ir  one, and come 
away; fo r  now the winter is past, the rain is 
over and gone. The flowers appear on the 
earth; the time o f singing has come, and 
the voice o f the turtledove is heard in our 
land. The fig  tree puts forth its figs, and the 
vines are in blossom; they give forth fra ­
grance. Arise, my love, my fa ir  one, and 
come away (Song of Songs 2:10-13).
In relationships, most of us make a 
priority of taking time to be with our sig­
nificant other. Yet, it can be hard for us to 
make time to cozy up with God in the way 
we cozy up with our loved one. Listen to 
more of the words from Song of Songs and 
picture God as your beloved.
As an apple tree 
among the trees o f the 
wood, so is my 
beloved among young 
men. With great de­
light I  sat in his shad­
ow, and his fru it was 
sweet to my taste. He 
brought me to the 
banqueting house, 
and his intention 
toward me was love. 
Sustain me with 
raisins, refresh me with apples; fo r  I  am 
fa in t with love. O that his left hand were 
under my head, and that his right hand 
embraced me (Song of Songs 2:3-6)!
I invite you to come away and rest. 
Wednesday, October 20 is Fuller's Day of 
Prayer. From 10am - 1pm, we offer a 
retreat day on campus, designed to help 
you “Come Away” and be with Jesus for a 
while. We won't leave campus, but if you 
come, you might find yourself transported 
from the busyness for a while and find 
space to rest. Fix your eyes on Jesus, pray, 
and remember that God is with us.
Come! Rest! Let God's left hand rest 
under your head and God's right hand 
embrace you. Take delight in sitting in 
God's shadow!
Come! Rest awhile! Come! We'll even 
give you leisure to eat at the end!
All-Seminary Day of 
Prayer
Wednesday, October 20th 
10am - 1pm
In the Garth & Payton 101 
10 - 12 Prayer 
12-1 Celebration feast 
Classes will be cancelled from 
11-1. Employees see your 
supervisor to determine whether 
your office will be closed.
Mini Silent Retreat 
a t the Getty Center
Thursday, October 21, 2004
Each participant will receive a small 
prayer booklet that will serve as a guide 
through the gallery spaces, offering a 
connection between various pieces of 
artwork & questions as a starting point 
for personal reflection and prayer.
Cost: Free if you packed a lunch (other­
wise bring $10.
Leave Fuller at 10:30am & return by 
2pm. Please confirm your reservation 
by Wednesday, Oct. 20 so we can pre­
pare enough materials for all.
RSVP by calling 584.5215 
V _  or email wcc@faithdoc.com. y
Jennifer Reeve-Parker is 
Director o f  Chapel Services.
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Surviving Relationally -  ~ continued from page 1
Be sure to talk with your spouses, parents, and old friends 
about the new ideas that you are encountering. Include them in 
your new friendships.
Loneliness can be the most challenging relationship issue for 
those who come to seminary from a distance. While its possible 
for a period of time to bury yourself in your studies, eventually the 
isolation is likely to catch you. It is only in knowing others and 
allowing ourselves to be known deeply that we can grow spiritu­
ally. Even those who come with a spouse or whose families live 
nearby may find that there is a need for new relationships; new 
friends, prayer partners, a mentor. If you don't also leave time and 
energy for new relationships you may be missing out on signifi­
cant resources that God is bringing into your life.
Take time to get to know your classmates and faculty. But 
most importantly, join a local church and commit yourself to it as 
if you will be spending the rest of your life as part of that congre­
gation.
What can you do to survive seminary relationally? First of all, 
do a quick relationship self-study. Where are you relationally 
healthy? Where is there room for improvement? Just simply keep­
ing our relational health in our awareness will help us to make bet­
ter daily choices.
Second, commit yourself to establishing good relational 
habits now. The patterns that you set now are the patterns that you 
will be taking with you into your professional life.
Finally, be sure to include prayer for the health of your own 
relationships in your daily devotional time. Taking the time and 
energy to care for our relationships will lead to blessings many 
times over!
Dr. Linda Wagener is Associate Dean o f  the School o f  
Psychology and Associate Professor o f  Psychology at 
Fuller.
And don't forget your health. . .
Protect yourself from  germs:
Washing your hands often is the best way to stop germs form getting into your body and spreading them to others. Limit contact 
with sick friends and relatives. Keep and use your own utensils. Practice proper food handling techniques.
If you smoke, STOP! Smokers are more likely to get more colds, flu, bronchitis and pneumonia.
Adapted from info at http://www.southemct.edu/services/granoff/index.php?file=health.html
The 2004 Annual Conference
The Emerging...Growing Church
November 4-6,2004 
Fuller Theological Seminary 
Pasadena, CA
_________ ascg.org/conference.htm_________
Beyond Pasadena —  continued from pate 3
At the extension campus, we plan class activities that build 
community. Since many of our extension classes are scheduled in 
the evenings, we bring our dinners or order-in pizza to share. 
Community is built when we share table fellowship (Acts 2:46). 
We also schedule activities outside of class, such as taking hikes 
in our beautiful Rocky Mountains, eating picnic dinners in a local 
park, or watching movies together and having lively discussions 
afterwards. Going out together for coffee after class is a perenni­
al favorite.
Surviving seminary can be difficult if done alone. Make a 
point of developing relationships. Your intentionality in creating 
community will have both a practical and an 
eternal significance in your life, and the lives 
of your fellow seminarians.
Denise Castle is a MAT student at the Fuller 
Colorado extension campus where she enjoys 
bringing cookies to class in an effort to build 
community.
O d o U  29 5:30*5:30
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Opinion Page
The SEMI welcomes its readers ’ thoughts. Please send submissions to this page by e-mail to 
semi-editor@dept.fuller.edu or by post: SEMI Editor, 135 Oakland Ave, Pasadena, CA 91182.
From your global perspective, what has been the most significant 
relational issue you have faced being at Fuller?
The most significant relational issued that I've faced at Fuller has 
been the constant deconstruction and reconstruction of my relation­
ship with God.
—Christian Drez (SOT MDiv) 
from Dallas, TX, USA
It is hard to answer. I was experiencing my biggest difficulty when 
I was just starting to study at Fuller. Therefore, in that time my fam­
ily and some close friends were supporting me. Another person that 
helped me was Juan Martinez, the Director of the Hispanic 
Ministries.
—Rosario (Charo) Ibarra (SOT MDiv) 
from Lima, Peru, South America
Standards
The SEMI prints letters/messages 
that meet these standards and reserves 
the right to refuse submissions not con­
forming to these standards:
1. critical thinking is encouraged; 
however, personal attacks will not be 
published;
2. due to limited space, short 
responses are preferred and all responses 
may be edited for space;
3. responses are published as 
received (flaws and all); those with 
numerous grammatical errors may be 
passed over;
4. as a Fuller Seminary paper, irrele­
vant or unsuitable content may be passed 
over;
5. anonymous submissions are not 
printed; opinions are published with 
author’s name and e-mail to encourage 
further dialogue.
For Disclaimer see page 2.
Poet's Curse -- continued from page 3
either prose or poetry. They shape their 
“craft and sullen art” in such a way that 
creates gods and adorns heaven, but rarely 
woos women as it at once sought to do. 
This has been referred to as the “poet's 
curse.”
At Fuller the poet's curse is particular­
ly pronounced. We poets are accustomed to 
our quiet ways and prone to focus on our 
schoolwork as we have plenty oppor­
tunity to do school work and few 
chances to expound our poetic 
gifts to the painfully, extraordi­
nary women -- we have all 
these secret poems awaiting 
their unveiling.
A Fuller woman once 
told me that she and her 
girlfriends prayed Fuller 
men would get their 
guts together and ask 
them out. My 
response was if 
you want to date someone, ask them out 
whether you are a man or woman. If you 
want to have coffee (or coffee substitute) 
with them, then have a coffee with them. I 
doubt it is as hard as we make it. Must we 
be bound by our roles? God won't send you
to hell for asking a guy for a cup of Joe, 
even if it is Starbucks.
Besides, guys at Fuller are either too 
focused on dating or not focused on it at 
all. Either you find a guy who is way too 
excited about having coffee with you, 
someone who doesn't like you in that way, 
or someone who's glad that 
you asked because he 
wouldn't have known of 
your interest otherwise.
Women constantly tell 
me that they don't care much for 
when I put the proverbial “ball” in 
their proverbial “court.” However, if 
we're keeping it real, let's be consistent 
about it all. If  you want to date or not to 
date, then do it. After all, everybody is safe 
and dangerous to somebody at sometime.
Thank you.
Adam Gossman is a very 
safe guy. Just check out 




Election 2004: Make your 
voice heart (and get a free 
lunch)! The Peace and Justice 
Concerns Committee (PJCC) 
will be sponsoring a forum on 
Tuesday, October 26, from 12- 
1:00 in the Garth. We will be 
discussing the “Voter Values” 
lists of two prominent Christian 
groups: Focus on the Family 
and Sojourners. Moderated by a 
PJCC member, all opinions are 
welcomed. FREE PIZZA!
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Dr. Yea Sun Kim Inaugural Lecture
Tues., Oct. 26, 10am 
Travis Auditorium
“For a Proper Relationship 
Between the Family and the 
Church, with Special Reference to 
the Korean Reality.”
Dr. Yea Sun Kim, professor o f 
Family Counseling and Korean 
Family Studies, will give her pro­
fessorial inaugural lecture. A recep­
tion will follow. This event is open 
to the public and no reservation is 
required.For information, contact 
the SOT Dean’s Office: 584.5300, 
or by email: sot-
deansoffice@dept.fuller.edu.
FINANCIAL AID
Neelsville Presbyterian Church. Deadline Oct 31. You must: 1. Be a 
member of Presbyterian Church (USA). 2. Be willing and able to visit the 
church once a year 30 miles north of Washington D.C. 3. Be willing to 
write four devotional pieces for the local church newsletter. 4. Fill out and 
submit the application. Applications available in the Office of Financial 
Aid.
Grace Foundation Scholarship. Deadline to request an application Oct 
31. Consideration given to students who, upon completion of their stud­
ies, express a strong commitment to return to their native country to pro­
vide service in Christian ministry, teaching, health care or welfare assis­
tance for the poor and uneducated. Must be a returning student with a 3.0 
GPA or higher, and must be in a degree program preparing for Christian 
ministry, and/or teaching that would benefit the native people of China and 
Southeast Asia. If applicable a minimum TOEFL score of 500. Application 
materials available in the Financial Aid Office.
Educaid's Double Take $2,500 Sweepstakes. Deadline Nov 30. For full 
details see their website at educaid.com/doubletake The form is very quick 
and Fuller students have won in the past.
The American-Scandinavian Foundation (ASF) Fellowships and 
Grants. Deadlines vary. The Foundation awards fellowships and grants 
for citizens of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway or Sweden. Please con­
tact ASF for specific information regarding eligibility, award size and 
application deadlines. There is also a program for US citizens to study or 
pursue research in one or more Scandinavian countries for up to one year. 
US citizen applicants must have a well-defined research project that makes 
a stay in Scandinavia essential. The ASF considers it desirable that all can­
didates have at least some ability in the language of the host country. For 
more information about either program please see their website at 
www.amscan.org.
The National Academies Ford Foundation Fellowship Opportunities. 
Deadlines vary. There are three fellowships available for minority students 
in pre-doctoral, post-doctoral, and dissertation completion. For more 
information see their website at
http://www7.nationalacademies.org/fellowships/Ford_Fellows_Home_Pa
ge.html.
The Paul and Daisy Soros Fellowships for New Americans. Deadline 
Nov. 1. You must be a resident alien, naturalized US citizen, or child of two 
parents who are both naturalized citizens. You must have a bachelor's 
degree and be in pursuit o f a graduate education. Please see their website 
at www.pdsoros.org/ for more details.
Are you single? Married? Ready for a Great Relationship? Residential 
Community invites you to participate in this fall's Relationship 
Seminar: LOVE STORY: The source and scope of our relationship 
expectations. Join Drs. Lee and Furrow from the Marriage and Family 
Department as we discuss “Male and Female Expectations in 
Relationships” and where we get our ideas o f LOVE. Take this oppor­
tunity to reflect and jumpstart one of the most important parts of your 
life.
Thursday, Oct. 21, 7-9pm 
Payton 101
Light Refreshments will be provided.
Let us watch your children for free! Call Krystal White at 844.0012 to 
sign up or receive a free childcare worker to come to your communi­
ty. For more information about this or other upcoming ResCom events, 
visit: www.fuller.edu/housing/rescom/ResComProgramsupcoming.asp
Ten Free Sessions of Therapy
The Clinical Division of the School o f Psychology offers ten free ses­
sions of therapy provided by students earning a doctoral degree in clin­
ical psychology. This therapy is ideal for relationship issues, life transi­
tions, personal growth, mild mood difficulties, stress, self-esteem and 
identity issues. It is also ideal for those who hope to provide counseling 
themselves, as it provides an opportunity to be “on the other side.” For 
more information, Contact Fuller Psychological and Family Services at 
584-5555 and state that you are interested in therapy with a Clinical 
Foundations Therapist.
The Writing Center
Group and individual editing and writing tutorials are now available. 
For more info, check our board outside the SIS Advising office (Payton 
229) or contact an editor at 796.6073 or cal-writing@cp.fuller.edu. Visit 
today!
Security Notice: Bicycle Theft
This notice is a warning to our bicyclists that there is routine bicycle 
theft at the Fuller campus, especially of bicycles left at the bicycle rack 
outside the Psychology building. Bikes locked with a chain type o f lock 
are easy targets, as thieves can easily cut through the chain. If you park 
your bike on campus, we recommend using a more secure U-lock. If 
you witness any bicycle theft or suspicious activity near bicycle racks, 
please report it to the Fuller security office as soon as possible 584.5444.
Free for Fuller Students! (ADVERTISEMENT)
Balance your studies with a focus on more intimate spirituality and 
community: mentoring, small groups, seminars or deeper study (study 
grants available). Check us out: DISCiple Ministries, Suite B-30,464 
E. Walnut St. (we rent space at FCC).
795.2186, www.4X12.org. Have a blessed year!
Ron Ragsdale (818) 903-9929
^yxingLifc
Call for information and volunteer opportunities 
Email: staff@CA168.younglife.org
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Campus Events ana Announcements
Free Film Screening 
Wed, Oct 20, 8:30pm, Travis Auditorium 
Ethics Professor Glen Stassen and 
Theology & Culture Professor Rob 
Johnston will be hosting a free screening of 
the award winning feature length docu­
mentary BONHOEFFER. The film's direc­
tor, Martin Doblmeier, will be in atten­
dance, and after the screening Dr. Stassen 
and Dr. Johnston will interview him and 
facilitate an audience Q & A session. 
You're invited!
Book Signing with Brian McLaren 
Thurs, Oct 21, 7pm, Travis Auditorium 
Join us for a book signing and conversation 
with the author, Brian McLaren.
Election 2004: Make Your Voice Heard! 
Tues, Oct 2 6 ,12-lpm, the Garth 
The Peace and Justice Concerns 
Committee (PJCC) will be sponsoring a 
forum. We will be discussing the “Voter 
Values” lists of two prominent Christian 
groups: Focus on the Family and 
Sojourners. Moderated by a PJCC member, 
all opinions are welcomed. FREE PIZZA!
Ministry Enrichment Seminar: Mental
Illness in Your Ministry
Tues, Oct 26, 3-5pm, Payton 101 A
Dr. James T. Stout, pastor and author of 
“Bipolar Disorder: Rebuilding your Life”, 
will share his personal testimony of his 
journey with depression and bipolar disor­
der. You will leam about how to recognize 
mental illness and how to help patients and 
their family members. For more informa­
tion, contact the Field Education office at
584.5387.
Annual CPE Day (Clinical Pastoral 
Education)
Wed, Oct 27, llam -lpm , Payton 101 
Want to know more about CPE? Join us 
for a panel discussion with CPE supervi­
sors and students who have recently com­
pleted a CPE experience in hospital chap­
laincy. Lunch will be provided and there 
will be an opportunity to talk one-on-one 
with CPE supervisors and leam about the 
local CPE hospital sites. For more informa­
tion, contact the Field Education office at
584.5387.
Interested in Missions?
Thur, Oct 2 8 ,12:30pm, Library 205 
Have a heart for the lost? Want to know 
how to use your major on the mission 
field? Looking for something to do this 
summer? PIONEERS representatives John 
Downer and Matt Kasowski will be on
campus to talk to you. Please stop by their 
table located in the Garth, or join them for 
free pizza in Library 205 at 12:30pm to 
hang out and talk about missions.
Army Reserve Chaplaincy 
Wed, Oct 27, 9am-3pm, the Garth 
Want an excellent summer ministry, great 
compensation to include up to $4500 of 
tuition assistance and an opportunity to 
serve God and country? Be a part of the 
Army Reserve Chaplain Candidate pro­
gram. Chaplain (Major) Lane Stockeland, 
Chaplain Recruiter for the western states 
will be in the Garth to give the details. For 
more information, Chaplain Stockeland 
can be reached at 866.684.1571.
Annual CATS AAR/SBL Preview 
“Brown Bag” Lunch 
Mon, Nov 1 ,12-l:30pm, Geneva Room 
Bring your own lunch and join us!
Morning Prayer
Mon— Thurs, 6:45-7:45am, Library 
Chapel
Start your day with God, God’s people, and 
a global perspective!
The Services section ofthe SEMI is for announcing services and events not offered by Fuller. Individuals are personalty responsible Jor evaluating the qual- 
ity and type o f service before contracting or using it. The SEMI and Student Life and Services do not recommend or guarantee any o f the services listed.
Services
Auto Repair. Engine repair, tune-ups, oil 
change, brakes, batteries, etc. Complete 
service. Hrant Auto Service, 1477 E. 
Washington Blvd., Pasadena. Call 
798.4064 for an appointment.
Interpersonal Therapy Group. For men 
and women interested in an intensive 
growth experience: facilitated by Sam 
Alibrando, PhD. For more information, 
please call 577.8303.
Sex Addiction. Therapy group for men 
recovering from sex addiction; facilitated 
by Sam Alibrando, PhD. For more infor­
mation, please call 577.8303.
Rings, Diamonds and Things! Walter 
Zimmer Co. is a wholesale jewelry manu­
facturing, design and repair business 
founded in 1917 in downtown Los 
Angeles. Call Walter’s son, Mel, or his 
grandson, Ken, at 213.622.4510 for infor­
mation. Because of our appreciation of 
Charles Fuller and the Seminary, we con­
sider it a privilege to serve Fuller students. 
Mel is a longtime member of Glendale 
Presbyterian Church and is involved in 
prayer ministry there.
Psychology Research Problems Solved! 
Fuller SOP PhD alumnus with 20 years 
experience as a statistician for thesis and 
dissertation consultations. Worked on hun­
dreds o f projects. Teaches graduate 
research courses. Designing “survivable” 
research proposals a specialty. Methods 
chapter tune-ups. Survey development. 
Provides multivariate data analysis using 
SAS or SPSS. Statistical results explained 
in simple English! Assistance with statisti­
cal table creation and report write-up. Final 
orals defense preparation. Fuller commu­
nity discounts. Call for free phone consul­
tation. Tom Granoff, PhD, 310.640.8017. 
Email tgranoff@lmu.edu. Visa/Discover/ 
MasterCard/AMEX accepted.
Christians Need Cars Too! SIDCO Auto 
Network International serves students and 
staff from churches, seminaries, colleges 
and mission organizations. 26 years of 
serving only the Christian community. Call 
1.800.429.KARS or 909.949.2778.
Women’s Groups. Dealing with personal 
challenge identity issues, relationships and 
job stressors. For more information, call 
Dr. Maria Flores at 818.512.9579. 
Individual psychotherapy also available.
Lawyers at Fuller? Yes! If you are a 
lawyer and want to connect with local
Christian attorneys and other seminary stu­
dents, who are also lawyers, come to the 
monthly meeting of the Christian Legal 
Society at the University Club (across the 
street from campus). Call 584.5484 for 
info.
Hutch’s BBQ
For great Jamaican food, go to Hutch’s 
BBQ. Very affordable prices. Just a block 
and a half away. 20 % off with Fuller ID. 
390 E. Walnut. 449.8095.
Mountain Retreat
Beautiful country-style cabin, 2 bedrooms 
(limit-6 persons), located in the Big Bear 
areaw, available to the Fuller community. 
Rates: $149 per weekend; $349 per week; 
$54 weekdays. Non-refundable deposit 
required. Call John Hull, 584.5312.
Brauchen Sie Nachhilfe?
Do you need to leam German, but are find­
ing it difficult? I can help! German tutoring 
available for groups or individuals. Call 
Kristen, 794.0863, eddyl00@chapman. 
edu.
